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Perhaps  this  is  the  year  when  you  and  your  family  are  hoping  to  build  a 
house.    Djd  you  know  that  you  can  get  some  good  suggestions  on  house  planning 
through  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  also  from  your  State  Extension 
agent? 

Checking  over  your  plans  with  an  expert,  before  you  start  to  build,  may 
save  you  from  making  some  of  the  needless  mistakes  that  are  common  among  people 
who  have  built  houses  without  expert  advice.     Such  mistakes  as  facing  the  house 
the  wrong  way  with  regard  to  prevailing  winds,  or  putting  windows  or  doors  where 
they  interfere  with  furniture,  or  making  closets  too  shallow  to  take  clothes  on 
hangers.    And  your  advisor  may  be  able  to  suggest  some  building  economies  you  have 
Overlooked. 

For  example,  you  can  lower  building  costs  considerably  by  using  local  ma- 
terials.'  There  may  be  home-sawed  lumber,  logs,  slabs,  poles,  shingles,  or  lath 
produced  in  your  neighborhood,  or  the  material  may  be  available  from  your  own  wood- 
lot.    Or  you  might  build  your  house  of  field  stone  or  rock  from  a  nearby  quarry. 
If  you  have  sand  or  gravel,  it  v/ill  come  in  handy  for  mixing  concrete  and  mortar 
or  for  making  walks  and  driveways. 

You  can  also  save  on  labor  costs,  if  the  men  and  older  boys  in  the  family 
can  do  part  of  the  work.    Many  farmers  can  excavate  their  own  basements,  mix  con- 
crete, and  do  carpentry  work,  or  help  install  parts  of  the  plumbing,  heating,  and 
wiring  systems. 
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In  some  parts  of  the  country,  where  it  is  not  necessary  to  carry  foundations 
very  deep  to  avoid  frost,  "basements  may  he  omitted  to  save  money.    When  central 
heat  is  needed,  a  small  heater  room  on  the  first  floor  may  answer.    But  where  foun* 
dation  walls  are  carried  down  "below  the  frost  line  anyway,  a  cellar  will  not  add  much 
to  cost  and  will  prove  very  useful. 

You  can  save  building  expense  by  locating  the  chimney  so  that  it  will  serve 
the  kitchen  range  as  well  as  the  heating 'plant.    This  location  should  be  as  central 
as  possible  so  all  the  pipes  or  ducts  to  the    rooms  will  be  short.    At  the  time  of 
building,  provide  separate  flues  in  the  chimney  for  the  furnace,  the  kitchen  range, 
and  the  fireplace,  if  there  is  one. 

Here's  another  "building  economy:  Plan  room  sizes  so  that  you  can  use  stand- 
ard lengths  of  lumber  without  cutting  and  stock  size  mill  material.    Studs,  joists, 
doors,  window  sash,  wood  trim,  molding,  and  so  on,  come  in  definite  sizes,  ready 
cut. 

Now  about  the  plan  of  the  house.    You  might  begin  by  sending  to  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture  for  Farmers'  Bulletin  1738-F,  Farmhouse  Plans.  This 
gives  about  40  designs  for  farmhouses  suited  to  different  climates.    And  if  you're 
looking  for  an  economical  building  plan,  consider  those  of  square  or  rectangular 
design,  rather  than  houses  with  irregular  projections  and  roof-lines  at  different 
heights. 

One  idea  that  is  shown  in  several  of  the  plans  in  this  bulletin  is  the 
"growing  house."    That  is,  a  house  that  starts  with  a  small  unit,  large  enough  for 
two  people,  hut  so  arranged  that  rooms  can  be  added  later  without  disturbing  the 
harmonious  design  of  the  house.    If  you  decide  to  build  a  'growing  house,"  the  govern- 
ment architects  warn  you  to  plan  on  paper  for  the  entire  house  as  it  will  he  in  the 
future.    Then  you  can  "begin  with  the  small  unit  you  want  now.    But  plan  now  exactly 
how  you  will  get  to  the  future  rooms  from  the  original  unit,  how  the  house  will 

look  when  it's  completed,  and  what  changes  and  tearing  out  you  will  need  to  do 
when  you  make  the  additions. 
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Also  plan  for  future  wiring  and  plumbing.    Pat  in  heavy  main  wiring  now, 
even  if  you  do  not  need  it  immediately  for  your  present  equipment.    This  is  cheaper 
and  easier  than  it  is  to  have  to  do  it  later  on.    And  if  you  have  a  future  "bath- 
room in  your  plan,  you  can  install  the  plumbing  pipes  to  the  floor  level  if  you 
know  where  the  bath-room  will  be. 

One  feature  most  farmhouse  architects  agree  upon  is  at  least  one  first- 
floor  bed-room.    This  is  convenient  in  case  of  sickness,  forchild  care  in  the  day- 
time, or  for  old  persons. 

In  the  average  farmhouse  the  front  entry  is  not  used  much.    If  it  opens  on 
the  driveway,  visitors  will  enter  that  way  more  readily  instead  of  coming  around  to 
the  back  door. 

And  don't  forget  to  check  your  house  plan  to  see  whether  you  can  reach  all 
rooms  easily  from  the  rear  entry,  without  passing  through  others.    You  can  do  this 
by  means  of  a  short,  narrow  hallway,  as  a  rule.    In  a  small  house,  the  rear  entry 
may  have  to  open  directly  into  the  kitchen,  but  you  can  plan  to  place  the  equipment 
around  the  room  so  that  people  walking  across  the  kitchen  will  not  interfere  with 
the  work. 

Somewhere  near  the  rear  entry  you  will  want  a  washing-up  place,  where  the 
men  coming  in  for  meals  can  leave  their  chore  clothes.    This  may  be  a  place  in  the 
rear  entry,  in  the  basement,  or  it  may  be  a  first-floor  bath-room.    It  is  also 
desirable  to  have  a  work  room  or  porch  large  enough  in  itself  to  serve  as  a  utility 
room  for  laundry,  canning,  and  other  jobs  better  done  out  of  the  kitchen.    Such  a 
room  may  also  serve  as  a  wash-room. 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  points  to  think  out  as  you  plan  your  house.  In 
every  state  the  State  agricultural  college  has  special  plans  adapted  to  local  con- 
ditions, and  your  county  agent  can  tell  you  about  them.    Meantime,  there's  that 
free  bulletin  I  mentioned,  1738-3T,  which  you  can  get  from  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture. 
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